Chapter Four
THE   MOVEMENT   IN   FAVOUR   OF   A  NEW
CULTURE OF THE FUTURE:   REACTIONARY
IQBAL THE REACTIONARY
IQBAL said of the classical Muslim thinker 'iraql: " He
was unable to ^see the full implications of his thought
partly because he was not a mathematician and partly
because of his natural prejudice in favour of the traditional
Aristotelean idea of a fixed universe "\ Of Iqbal we can
say that he himself was unable to see the full implications
of his thought partly because he was not an economist and
partly because of his natural prejudice in favour of the
traditional Platonic idea of a primarily spiritual universe.
This inability to carry his thought to its correct conclusions
led him into innumerable reactionary potentialities and
several reactionary actualities ; and recently a full-fledged
fascist tendency has taken advantage of these same errors
to represent itself successfully as his following.
He himself admitted, as we have noticed, that he did not
know the economic and sociological details of the better
society for which he pleaded. In fact, he was ignorant not
only of the details but of the broadest sociological outlines.
In order to achieve anything valuable, it is necessary to
know how to achieve it. Iqbal stirred the Muslims and point-
ed out to them the goal; but not being aware of the path to
it, he left himself and his followers open to being misled by
anyone interested in misleading them provided he could
talk the same jargon. To-day events are moving rapidly
through a crisis, and the whole force of the old order is
directed to confusing the people and to promising them
Utopia in idea while working in fact for reaction. At such